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Archiving and re-evaluation of sociological qualitative data constitute a new approach 

in social sciences, one which develops dynamically. In Europe a network of institutions expert 

in this area has been created in the last few years. However in Poland until recently this topic 

has enjoyed only marginal interest of researchers. 

The conference ‘Sociological Qualitative Data as Testimonies of their Time and 

Documents of the Discipline’ is meant to initiate a public discussion in Poland about data 

archiving and their re-evaluation. 

Thanks to a pilot program financed by the Polish Ministry of Science and Higher 

Education as part of the National Programme for the Development of Humanities we begin to 

create Archives of Qualitative Data at the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology PAS. This 

was commenced by digitalizing the data collection during research regarding lifestyles carried 

out at the end of the 70s in the 20th century by professor Andrzej Siciński’s team (IFIS PAN). 

A subsequent grant from the aforementioned institution will allow us to collect dispersed data 



from qualitative research both ‘historical’ and paradigmatic for Polish sociology and 

ethnology as well as qualitative research conducted quite recently. 

Representatives from top European centres dedicated to archiving qualitative data 

were invited to take part in the conference at which they will share their extensive experience 

in the field. These centres include UK DATA Archive (Great Britain), WISDOM (Austria) or 

the Institute of Sociology of the Hungarian Academy of Science. 

Together with invited guests we would like to reflect on the potential of secondary 

analysis of qualitative data but also on difficulties related to protection of personal data, issues 

of authorship and data usage. 

The conference will focus around several related issues which can be analytically divided 

into three main fields:  

- History-sociology: a look into the history of the last 50 years of Polish sociology 

(social sciences) through the perspective of generated qualitative data, an insight into 

the ways of collecting these data, using them in primary research and their future fate 

after completion of the research. One of the goals is an attempt to bring together 

existing dispersed data collections. 

- Methodological: reflection, illustrated by specific examples, on various ways of 

defining and conducting qualitative data (including tensions between assumptions and 

realization of research). Special consideration will be paid to the construction of 

relations between researcher-interviewee (and the persons who are subjects of the 

study), between the studied reality and its representation in collected evidence and 

between data and academic texts based on them. Our aim is to collate the category of 

‘data’ and ‘sources’ – in other words the sociological perspective (social sciences) 

with the historical perspective (source criticism). 

- Ethics: A key issue during archiving and re-evaluation of qualitative data: The reason 

for that is – on one hand – ‘personal’ nature of this kind of research and a claim (as 

well as a legal requirement) to secure data which could enable identification of the 

interviewees. On the other – and this is a new context – the importance of ethics is 

related to qualitative research reliability and to accessibility of sources which 

constitute a public good and are usually generated through public financing. 



Organizational information: 

We welcome presentation proposals which should be submitted electronically (as abstracts of 

maximum 300 words) to konf_arch@ifispan.waw.pl. Deadline for submission is October 

10, 2013.)  

Authors of accepted proposals will be contacted via e-mail by October 20, 2013. 

The conference will be held both in English and Polish (with simultaneous translation). In your 

abstracts please specify the language of your presentation. 

We plan to publish selected conference papers in a reviewed journal.  

There is no conference fee. 

The conference is founded by:  The Institute of Philosophy and Sociology of The Polish 

Academy of Sciences, The Office of International Relations of The Polish Academy of 

Sciences, The National Programme for the Development of Humanities (Project number:  

11H 12 0305 81) 
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